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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES  
Gary Ackerman 

University at Albany 

Gary Ackerman is an Associate Professor in the College of Emergency Preparedness, Homeland Security and 
Cybersecurity at SUNY, Albany, where his research focuses on assessing emerging threats and understanding how 
terrorists and other adversaries make tactical, operational, and strategic decisions, particularly with regard to innovating 
in their use of weapons and tactics. Much of his work in this area is centered on the motivations and capabilities for non-
state actors to acquire and use chemical, biological, radiological or nuclear weapons, as well as other emerging 
technologies. In addition to his faculty position at Albany, he is Associate Dean for Research and Laboratory 
Development in the College, and the founding director of the Center for Advanced Red Teaming (CART).   

David Anderson 

European Commission 

David Anderson is a scientific officer at the Joint Research Centre (JRC) – which is the in-house 
research arm of the European Commission. He is currently project leader for 'Threat Detection 
and Standards for Security' at the JRC. The 10-person project team develops and provides test 
materials for the field verification of detection performance of equipment, such as explosive 
trace detection (ETD) and explosive detection systems (EDS) used in aviation security. David's 

current research interests are the development of harmonised European requirements and test methods for detection 
equipment deployed at soft targets and in public spaces. 

Amy Askin 

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory 

Amy is a systems analyst in the Energy and Homeland Security Program and group leader for 
the Systems Resilience and Security Group at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory. In this 
role, she is responsible for leading projects to develop analytical methods and tools to assess 
physical and cyber risks to critical infrastructure. Amy spent several years leading programs in 
international nuclear and radiological security cooperation to improve security system 
effectiveness at nuclear and high activity radioactive source facilities and to combat illicit 
trafficking of radioactive materials through developing international guidance and capacity 

building tools, conducting security procedure and regulatory assessments, and working with partners to upgrade 
security systems. More recently she has been leading projects conducting technical analysis of emerging threat 
information to characterize risks to multiple US critical infrastructure sectors and applying simulation capabilities to 
assess risks at soft targets and crowded places. She has a PhD in civil engineering from Stanford University. 
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Brandon Behlendorf 

University at Albany (SUNY) 

Brandon Behlendorf, Ph.D., is an Assistant Professor in the College of Emergency Preparedness, 
Homeland Security, and Cybersecurity at the University at Albany (SUNY). Dr. Behlendorf also 
serves as the Deputy Director for the Center for Advanced Red Teaming (CART), which seeks to 
advance the science of red teaming through interdisciplinary and experimental approaches to 
adversary emulation, blue-team response, and exercise replicability.  Funded by the 
Departments of State, Justice, and Homeland Security, as well as National Science Foundation, 
his research has focused on a broad range of applications, including geospatial modeling of 

criminal and terrorist activity, network vulnerabilities of illicit trafficking networks, game theoretic approaches to border 
security and whether drone strikes deter future terrorist activity. Previously, he served as Assistant Research Director for 
Development and a Senior Researcher at the National Consortium for the Study of Terrorism and Responses to Terrorism 
(START). He received his PhD in Criminology and Criminal Justice at the University of Maryland, College Park. 

 

Will Bernhjelm  

Mall of America  

As the Vice President of Security for North America’s largest entertainment and retail 
complex, Bernhjelm’s main responsibility is ensuring the safety of the 30 million annual 
visitors, employees, and celebrity guests. His role includes managerial direction and control of 
over 120 personnel, partnering with local, state, and federal authorities, managing the 
department budget, and a pro-active approach to designing and implementing unique 
procedures and programs focused on prevention rather than reaction to incidents. He 
believes in extensive training which empowers his staff to make good decisions, efficiently 
solve problems and allows them to remain flexible.  He holds a security clearance through the 

FBI, serves on the Training and Education committee for the FBI’s Domestic Security Alliance Council (DSAC) and is a 
member of the International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP), Minnesota Chiefs of Police Association, Association of 
Threat Assessment Professionals (ATAP) and American Society for Industrial Security (ASIS). Bernhjelm started at Mall of 
America in 2002 and, prior to becoming Vice President, held the positions of Director, Patrol Captain and Training 
Supervisor for the Security Department.  Bernhjelm holds an A.A. in Law Enforcement from Alexandria Technical College 
and a B.A. in Criminal Justice from St. Cloud State University. During college, he enlisted in the Minnesota Army National 
Guard and in his 10-year career, was deployed twice overseas. In 2003-2004 he was deployed as an Infantry Team 
Leader on a peacekeeping mission in Kosovo and from 2005-2007, Bernhjelm was deployed to Iraq as an Infantry Squad 
Leader in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. While stationed in Baghdad, he led a nine-man squad on over 400 combat 
patrols. For his efforts, Bernhjelm was awarded the Bronze Star and the Combat Infantry Badge. 

 

David Canty 

Department of Homeland Security  

David Canty is a Program Manager in the DHS Science and Technology Directorate’s Office of University Programs (OUP). 
Within OUP he manages a portfolio of Centers of Excellence (COE) focused on protecting soft targets, engineering secure 
environments, critical infrastructure resilience and cybersecurity. Active COEs in his portfolio include the Soft-target 
Engineering to Neutralize the Threat Reality (SENTRY) Center led by Northeastern University and the Critical 
Infrastructure Resilience Institute (CIRI) led by University of Illinois, Urbana- Champaign. Prior to joining OUP, he worked 
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at DOE’s National Nuclear Security Administration as a Program Director managing university led research and education 
consortia focused on advanced manufacturing, materials science, cybersecurity, and nuclear security technologies. 

 

Carl R. Crawford 

Csuptwo 

Carl Crawford is president of Csuptwo, LLC, a technology development and consulting 
company in the fields of medical imaging and explosive detection for Homeland Security. He 
has been a technical innovator in the fields of computerized imaging for more than thirty 
years.  His technology has resulted in 90 U.S. Patents. Dr. Crawford was the Technical Vice 
President of Corporate Imaging Systems at Analogic Corporation, Peabody, Massachusetts, 
where he led the application of signal and image processing techniques for medical and 
security scanners.  He developed the reconstruction and explosive detection algorithms for a 
computerized tomographic (CT) scanner deployed in airports worldwide.  He was also 

employed at General Electric Medical Systems, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where he invented the enabling technologies for 
helical scanning for medical CT scanners and physiological motion compensation for projection-based imaging systems. 
At Elscint, Haifa, Israel, he developed technology for cardiac CT scanners. He also has developed technology for magnetic 
resonance imaging (MRI), single photon emission tomography (SPECT), positron emission tomography (PET), ultrasound 
imaging, dual energy imaging and automated threat detection algorithms. He has a PHD in electrical engineering from 
Purdue University. He is a Fellow of the IEEE and a Fellow of the American Association of Physicists in Medicine (AAPM). 

 

Alysia M. Sagi-Dolev 

Qylur Intelligent Systems 

Dr. Dolev is a technology entrepreneur, inventor and thought leader. She  is the founder 
and Chief Executive Officer of Qylur Intelligent Systems, an intelligent machines technology 
company specializing the 4th wave of evolving cognitive AI / IIoT based networks of 
autonomous intelligent machines, based in Silicon Valley. The company’s initial 
implementation and product is based on her invention of the first of its kind intelligent 
machine, for entry security for public venues. Prior to founding Qylur, Dr. Dolev worked for 

more than a decade with defense agencies, where she managed multi-disciplinary technology programs and acted as 
liaison officer  between international defense and military agencies. In the course of these activities,  Dr. Dolev 
established and managed the first human-focused Suicide Bomber Detection program. In parallel to her work in defense 
consulting and management, Dr. Dolev founded, managed, and consulted for early stage technology companies in the 
biomedical, high tech, and consumer markets. Dr. Dolev was a recipient of the Woman of the Year in Technology and 
Business, and in 2019 named one of the Top 50 CEO’s to watch by Technology Headlines. Dr. Dolev  holds a Ph.D. in 
Biomedical Engineering. She is the author of number of professional papers; is a frequent speaker across technology and 
security forums, and is the inventor of several technology-patents including the QTM intelligent entry security 
technology and co inventor of SNIMTM (Social Networks of Intelligent Machines). 
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Mike Ellenbogen 

Evolv Technology 

For more than 25 years, Mike has led efforts to transform the physical security industry by 
developing new, advanced weapons and explosive detection technology. In August 2013, 
Mike co-founded and led Evolv Technology, a company focused on reinventing physical 
security to help protect people and facilities from mass casualty events. Evolv has 
developed and broadly deployed frictionless weapons detection systems to prevent active 
shooters and other terrorist threats while providing a non-intrusive, positive visitor 
experience. Evolv was funded by Bill Gates, General Catalyst Partners and Lux Capital 
among others and recently went public on the NASDAQ. Prior to founding Evolv, Mike spent 
more than 20 years in the aviation security technology industry, having successfully built 

new explosives detection systems from initial vision through R&D, validation, scale-up, deployment and ongoing service 
at three companies: As co-founder and CEO/President of Reveal Imaging Technologies, Inc., he was responsible for 
taking the organization from start-up to global business.  Reveal Imaging is now part of Leidos. Mike has been issued 19 
patents in the field of X-ray inspection, automated detection technology and RF imaging,  has been broadly published 
within the security industry and holds a Physics degree from Colgate University. 

 
 

Ali Fadel 

Department of Homeland Security  

Mr. Ali Fadel manages DHS S&T’s Soft Target Security program developing innovative, non-
invasive technologies to screen people within soft target venues and other public 
gathers/unstructured crowd environments (i.e. malls, schools, stadiums, and special 
events) without interrupting the speed of travel.  The program provides DHS Components 
and the Homeland Security Enterprise (HSE) with access to cutting-edge technology and 
high-impact solutions through partnerships with other Federal agencies, the private sector, 

Federal research laboratories, academia, and international partners. Previously, Mr. Fadel served as the Director of 
Financial Operations charged with oversight of S&T’s overall financial reporting, execution, and financial audit response.  
In his earlier work at S&T, Mr. Fadel worked as a Project Manager within the Test and Evaluations Office of Standards 
charged with the oversight of strategic sourcing on behalf of multiple DHS components, developing standards for DHS 
procurement of property for use by security personnel in the field.  Mr. Fadel holds a M.S. in Finance from The Johns 
Hopkins University and a B.S. in Finance from the University of Maryland School System.  He is currently working toward 
completion of a M.S. in Systems Engineering at UMBC.   

 

David Fannon 

Northeastern University  

David Fannon is an architect and building scientist whose work integrates research, analysis, and 
design to provide occupant comfort and wellbeing in long-lasting, low-resource consuming 
buildings. He holds a joint appointment in the School of Architecture and the Department of Civil 
and Environmental Engineering at Northeastern. David earned a Bachelor of Architecture degree 
from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, a Masters from University of California Berkeley, and is a 
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registered architect in the State of New York. He is a member of ASHRAE and a LEED Accredited Professional with a 
Building Design and Construction specialty. 

 
Andrew Foland 

Leidos 

Andrew Foland has over 25 years of detection experience and has designed fielded security 
scanner systems with units at airports around the world. His experience ranges from detector 
hardware to full system design of scanner products.  Dr. Foland has published over 300 peer-
reviewed articles in the areas of detection hardware, data analysis, machine learning, radiation 
protection, volumetric CT reconstruction, and accelerator hardware, and holds over a dozen US 
patents related to scanner technology, reconstruction, automated detection, and AI/ML.  He has 
led the global engineering team at Leidos Security Enterprise Solutions, and is currently CTO of 

the SES business.  Dr. Foland earned his PhD in particle physics and has taught as a physics professor at Harvard 
University. He has won numerous academic and industry awards and been an invited plenary speaker at over a dozen 
conferences and events in physics and security technology. 

 

James Alan Fox  

Northeastern University 

James Alan Fox is The Lipman Family Professor of Criminology, Law and Public Policy at 
Northeastern University. He has published eighteen books, including Extreme Killing: 
Understanding Serial and Mass Murder, The Will to Kill: Making Sense of Senseless Murder, and 
Violence and Security on Campus: From Preschool Through College. He has published widely in 
academic and popular outlets, and as a member of its Board of Contributors, his opinion column 
appears regularly in USA Today, often focusing on the topic of mass killing. Also related to his 

presentation, Professor Fox headed the investigation of Seattle’s Capitol Hill massacre for the Seattle Police Department 
and served on President Bill Clinton’s advisory committee on school shootings. Professor Fox was profiled in the New 
York Times, Scientific American, and a two-part cover story in USA Today that dubbed him “The Dean of Death.” Fox 
frequently gives lectures and expert testimony, including over one hundred keynote or campus-wide addresses around 
the country, sixteen appearances before the U.S. Congress, and briefings for the White House, the Department of 
Justice, and Princess Anne of Great Britain. Finally, in recognition of his varied contributions to the field, 
academicinfluence.com recently ranked him #8 in its list of most influential people in criminal justice over the past 50 
years. 

 

Ari Friedman 

Milwaukee Jewish Federation 

Friedman has served as the director of Security for the Milwaukee Jewish Federation for 13 years. His area of 
responsibility includes security oversite, training, response and consulting with 40 Jewish organizations throughout the 
state of Wisconsin. In 2020 Friedman served on a Secure Community Network (SCN) national task force that focused on 
creating best practices to reopen houses of worship in a Covid-19 world, balancing new health concerns with security. 
Friedman owns a security consulting firm ISB Security, LLC that focuses on training of corporate crisis management 
teams in crisis mitigation and response.  Additionally, Friedman is a trainer in Active Threat Training, Corporate 
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Emergency Operations Planning, House of Worship Usher / Greeter Training, and Suspicious Activity Recognition and 
Reporting. 

J. Matt Gilkeson  

Transportation Security Administration  

J. Matt Gilkeson is the Division Director for the Innovation Task Force Division (ITF) within 
Requirements and Capabilities Analysis (RCA) at TSA. As Division Director, Mr. Gilkeson fosters 
innovation by integrating key stakeholders in the identification, demonstration, and 
characterization of emerging solutions in an effort to increase security effectiveness and 
improve passenger experience. The ITF is composed of a diverse headquarters staff of program 
managers who integrate operations activities, develop strategic and tactical plans, and 
demonstrate innovative private-sector solutions that ensure the freedom of movement 

throughout the nation’s transportation system. Prior to being named Division Director, Mr. Gilkeson headed a cross-
agency team of personnel from headquarters and field staff in the creation of the dynamic screening initiative, which 
aims to create a faster, more user-friendly, and lighter-touch passenger and Transportation Security Officer experience 
by integrating capabilities, technologies, and procedures and tailoring screening to each passenger. Additionally, Mr. 
Gilkeson previously served as the Branch Manager for ITF's Demonstration Management & Execution team, where he 
managed and oversaw all of ITF’s demonstration activities. Mr. Gilkeson also has experience leading ITF’s industry 
exchange activities, helping ITF communicate in new ways with the vendor community and performing outreach to new 
solution providers that had not previously partnered with TSA. Prior to joining ITF, Mr. Gilkeson served as a Program 
Manager for Business Operations and Initiatives within the Office of Training and Development (OTD). With a strong 
information technology, process, and strategy background, he established the Integrated Curriculum Development 
Process, supported the TSA Academy TSO Basic stand-up, and led a study envisioning a new National Security Training 
and Education Enterprise. 

Keith Goll 

Transportation Security Administration  

Keith Goll is the Transportation Security Administration’s Deputy Assistant Administrator for the 
Office of Requirements and Capabilities Analysis. He has served in this role since October 2018 
and is a member of the Senior Executive Service. Mr. Goll has been with TSA from its inception. 
Since January 2021, Mr. Goll has been acting as the Assistant Administrator for Requirements and 
Capabilities Analysis and is responsible for strengthening TSA’s operational capabilities and 
driving optimal mission performance through analysis and innovation.  

Mr. Goll has extensive expertise in transportation security policy and operational procedures. He leads efforts to 
enhance capability analysis, centralize agency requirements, and demonstrate emerging technologies through TSA’s 
Innovation Task Force, RCA Capability Managers, and Air Cargo and Surface Technology test beds. Mr. Goll guides 
capability management functions and develops roadmaps to ensure strategic alignment and integration of mission 
activities across TSA. Mr. Goll is also responsible for overseeing operational risk analytics. He serves as the Alternate 
Component Requirements Executive on behalf of TSA. From his initial employment with the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) in 1992 until now, Mr. Goll’s primary focus has been the acquisition, development, deployment 
and operational support of Explosives Detection Systems and other security technologies. He has held various leadership 
roles in what was formerly the Office of Security Capabilities, overseeing technology deployment, testing and evaluation, 
business operations and life cycle support. Prior to his employment with TSA and FAA, Goll was a project engineer with 
Space and Naval Warfare Systems Command and Marine Corps Systems Command, working primarily on the 



 Soft Target Engineering to Neutralize the Threat Reality (SENTRY) 

A Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Center of Excellence 

Awareness and Localization of Explosives-Related Threats (ALERT) 

An Emeritus DHS Center of Excellence 

 
development and deployment of command, control, and communication systems. Mr. Goll has a Bachelor of Science in 
electrical engineering from Virginia Tech. 

Austin Gould 

Transportation Security Administration  

Austin Gould is the Transportation Security Administration (TSA)’s Assistant Administrator for 
Requirements and Capabilities Analysis (RCA). He is responsible for strengthening TSA’s 
operational capabilities and achieving optimal mission performance through analysis and 
innovation. Mr. Gould has served in this role since June of 2018 and is a member of the Senior 
Executive Service. Mr. Gould also serves as the TSA Component Requirements Executive. In this 
role, he identifies the operational requirements for transportation security equipment at 
airports nationwide. He also directs TSA’s capability management functions, ensuring robust 
support of equipment across the enterprise. Mr. Gould also supervises the TSA risk analytics 

and procedures groups and served as Chairman of the Department of Homeland Security Joint Requirements Council 
from 2019-2021. Mr. Gould is concurrently serving as the Acting Deputy Executive Assistant Administrator for 
Operations Support. In this role, he supervises intelligence and analysis of threats related to transportation security and 
oversees all TSA enrollment, vetting, credentialing, and prescreening programs. He is also responsible for the 
development and coordination of multimodal security policy and programs, and oversees inter-agency research and 
development efforts, improving operational capabilities in order to meet the TSA missions. Previously, Mr. Gould served 
as TSA’s acting Executive Director of Strategy, Policy Coordination, and Innovation (SP&I), where he led the development 
of the TSA’s budget strategy, ensured enterprise-wide policy development coordination, and supervised the TSA 
Innovation and Enterprise Risk Management Programs. Prior to joining TSA, Mr. Gould was a Captain in the U.S. Coast 
Guard. During his 30-year Coast Guard career, he worked in a variety of operational and acquisition management 
positions including serving as the Program Manager for the Coast Guard Research, Development, Test and Evaluation 
Program, leading efforts to identify and test innovative technologies to improve operational capabilities. He also 
orchestrated all test and evaluation activities for the Coast Guard, ensuring assets met or exceeded operational 
requirements. Mr. Gould also served as the Commander of Coast Guard Sector Miami where he oversaw search and 
rescue, law enforcement, and pollution response at the Coast Guard’s largest sector. He was also responsible for the 
safety and security of 11 million cruise ship passengers traveling through Port Miami and Port Everglades annually. He 
subsequently served as the Chief of Staff for the Seventh Coast Guard District, encompassing South Carolina to the Gulf 
of Mexico, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and the Caribbean. In this role, he coordinated the unprecedented 
response to the 2017 hurricane season, when Hurricanes Irma and Maria impacted the entire region. Mr. Gould holds a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Government from the U.S. Coast Guard Academy and a Master of Business Administration 
degree from New York University. He is a graduate of the Naval Postgraduate School in Acquisition Management and 
holds a Department of Homeland Security Level III Acquisition Program Management Certificate. 

Robert (Bob) Hanson  

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory 

Robert (Bob) Hanson is the Deputy Associate Program Leader for Defense Infrastructure in the 
Cyber and Infrastructure Resilience Program at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory. At the 
lab, Bob leads a portfolio of projects focused on infrastructure modeling and simulation and 
supply chain risk management. He previously worked at the Department of Homeland Security 
Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency, where he led critical infrastructure risk analysis 
activities such as the National Infrastructure Simulation and Analysis Center, evaluating critical 
infrastructure disruptions during the 2017 hurricane season, and assessing cyber risk to the 2016 

and 2018 elections. Bob also where he led the Federal Acquisition Security Council’s interagency task force that focused 
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on securing hardware and software used in Federal networks from supply chain threats. Bob joined DHS as a Presidential 
Management Fellow in 2009; he received a B.A. in Political Science from the University of Rhode Island in 2006 and an 
M.A. in American Government from Georgetown University in 2009.  

 

Jennifer Hesterman  

Dr. Jennifer Hesterman is a retired Air Force colonel who served in three Pentagon tours and 
commanded in the field multiple times. Her final assignment was Vice Commander, Andrews Air 
Force Base, Maryland, where she led installation security, including protection of Air Force One. 
A counterterrorism and soft target hardening expert, Dr. Hesterman is Vice President at 
Watermark Risk Management International. She designs and instructs graduate-level courses for 
the Defense Counterintelligence and Security Agency and advises the Homeland Security 
Training Institute at the College of DuPage and the Crisis Response Journal. She holds a doctoral 

degree from Benedictine University, Master of Science degrees from Johns Hopkins University and Air University, and a 
Bachelor of Science from Penn State University. She was a National Defense Fellow at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, is a graduate of the Harvard Senior Executive Fellows program and was a fellow at the Center for 
Cyber and Homeland Security at George Washington University.  She is an academic author for Routledge, Taylor & 
Francis Group. Her first edition of Soft Target Hardening: Protecting People from Attack was the ASIS Security Industry 
Book of the Year for 2015. The second edition received the same honors in 2019, and was also named Taylor & Francis 
Social Sciences Book of the Year. She also authored Soft Target Crisis Management (2016) and The Terrorist-Criminal 
Nexus (2013).  

David Huegli  

University of Applied Sciences and Arts Northwestern Switzerland  

David Huegli works as a research scientist at the University of Applied Sciences and Arts 
Northwestern Switzerland and the Center for Adaptive Security Research and Applications 
(CASRA). His research focuses on human-automation interaction at airport security checkpoints, 
especially how airport security operators deal with new technologies (automation and 3D 
imaging). He has an MSc degree in psychology and is currently pursuing a PhD at the Technical 
University of Berlin. 

 
Brian Michael Jenkins 

National Transportation Center, Mineta Institute  

Brian Michael Jenkins is the director of the Mineta Transportation Institute’s National 
Transportation Center and since 1997 has directed the Institute’s continuing research on 
protecting surface transportation against terrorism and other serious forms of crime. Mr. 
Jenkins also serves as the Senior Advisor to the President of the RAND Corporation. He 
received a Bachelor of Arts degree in fine arts and a Master’s degree in history, both from 
UCLA. He also studied at the University of Guanajuato, Mexico, and in the Department of 
Humanities at the University of San Carlos, Guatemala, where he was a Fulbright Fellow and 

received a second fellowship from the Organization of American States. Jenkins was a member of the White House 
Commission on Aviation Safety and Security and was an advisor to the National Commission on Terrorism. 
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Wesley Kalmar 

Anshe Sfard Kehillat Torah 

Rabbi Wes Kalmar is the rabbi of Anshe Sfard Kehillat Torah in Glendale/Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
where he has been serving since 2010.  Previously, he served as a rabbi in New Haven, CT and 
Jersey City, NJ.  He is a graduate of Yeshiva University and has his rabbinic ordination from its 
RIETS rabbinical school.  He also holds a master's degree in Medieval Jewish History from the 
Bernard Revel Graduate School. Rabbi Kalmar and his wife Dr. Jessica Kalmar, and four kids are 
happy to live in Glendale and Wisconsin.  Rabbi Kalmar enjoys basketball, swimming, and most 
of all, teaching. 

 

Don K. Kim  

Transportation Security Administration 

Don K. Kim, P.E. is the International Technology Advisor in TSA’s Office of Requirements and 
Capability Analysis (RCA) Research Services and Outreach Group (RSO), where he provides 
aviation security technology consultation to internal and external stakeholders.  Don supports 
TSA’s global mission to raise the aviation security baseline by providing guidance to all regions 
of the world and collaborating closely with regulators, policymakers, technologists, and 
operators in many key countries.  Prior to joining RCA, he was an engineering project manager 

in TSA’s Office of Security Capabilities where he was responsible for leading engineering projects with goals of security 
screening capability development, process improvement, and technology innovation.  Don joined TSA in 2008 after an 
eighteen-year career in the defense maritime arena as Project Engineer and Program Manager with SAIC.  His areas of 
expertise include mechanical engineering design, systems analysis, industrial processes, requirements development, and 
project management.  Don holds BS and ME degrees in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Virginia and is a 
licensed Professional Engineer in Virginia. 

Cathy Lanier  

National Football League 

Over her 26 years in law enforcement and counterterrorism, Cathy Lanier has come to be 
known for her game-changing leadership. Prior to serving in her current role as Senior Vice 
President and Chief of Security at the National Football League, Lanier held the position of 
Chief of Police with the Washington, D.C. Metropolitan Police Department (MPD) from 2007 
to 2016. Lanier rose through the ranks of the MPD to earn various commendable honors 
including becoming the first female police chief of the nation’s capital, the first commanding 

officer of Homeland Security and Counter-Terrorism for D.C. Police, one of a small number of female chiefs in the nation 
at the time, and the longest serving chief on the D.C. force. A highly respected professional in the areas of homeland 
security and community policing, she took the lead role in developing and implementing coordinated counterterrorism 
strategies for all units within the MPD and launched the department’s Operation TIPP (Terrorist Incident Prevention 
Program). She is also credited for transforming the city once known as the "murder capital of the nation." Lanier’s 
street-smart tactics focus on community empowerment, and dedication to improving technology and intelligence 
resulted in a 53 percent reduction in homicides from 2008-2012. While leading the MPD, Lanier also demonstrated 
expertise in securing and managing large events as she oversaw five Presidential inaugurations and several special 
events including two state funerals and two Papal visits. In 2013, she led the response effort to the Washington Navy 
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Yard mass shooting. Now, as the Chief of Security for the National Football League, Lanier safeguards the security of all 
32 NFL teams and their venues, liaises and collaborates with federal, state and local law enforcement, and ensures 
security for League events like the Super Bowl. As an innovative force in safety and security, Chief Lanier’s service has 
extended beyond the NFL to the Homeland Security Advisory Council, an independent government advisory body, where 
she served as the Co-Chair of the Emerging Technologies Sub-Committee. She is Vice-Chair of the Commercial Facilities 
Sector Coordinating Council and Co-Chair of the Sports League Sub-Sector Coordinating Council. 

 

Patrick J. La Riviere   

University of Chicago 

Patrick J. La Riviere received the A.B. degree in physics from Harvard University in 1994 and the 
Ph.D. degree from the Graduate Programs in Medical Physics in the Department of Radiology at 
the University of Chicago in 2000.  He is currently a Professor in the Department of Radiology 
and Committee on Medical Physics at the University of Chicago, where his research interests 
include tomographic reconstruction in computed tomography, x-ray fluorescence computed 
tomography, and computational microscopy. He is an author of more than 75 peer-reviewed 
articles and, with Mark Anastasio, editor of the book Emerging Imaging Technologies in 

Medicine (Taylor-Francis-CRC, 2012). He is a Fellow of the Marine Biological Laboratory and a Distinguished investigator 
of the Academy for Radiology and Biomedical Imaging Research. 

 

Gina Ligon 

University of Nebraska Omaha 

Dr. Gina Ligon is a Professor of Management and the Jack and Stephanie Koraleski Chair of 
Collaboration Science in the College of Business Administration at the University of Nebraska at 
Omaha (UNO). She is also the Director of the National Counterterrorism, Innovation, Technology, 
and Education (NCITE) Center for the Department of Homeland Security. She received her BS in 
psychology at Southwestern Oklahoma State University, and her PhD in Industrial and 
Organizational Psychology from the University of Oklahoma. Prior to joining UNO, she was a 
faculty member at Villanova University. Dr. Ligon has published over 80 peer-reviewed academic 

articles. Dr. Ligon also served as the editor of one of the premier academic journals on terrorism, Dynamics of 
Asymmetric Conflict: Pathways toward Terrorism and Genocide. She has an active applied research program on terrorist 
leaders the organizations they construct.  

 
Jacob Ludes  

New England Association of Schools and Colleges 

Jake Ludes is a native of Chautauqua County in far western New York state, on the shore of Lake 
Erie. He received his A.B. and M.A. degrees from SUNY Fredonia where he was a Graduate 
Teaching Assistant. He continued in a doctoral program at SUNY Buffalo specializing in German 
intellectual history. He subsequently studied leadership at the University of Connecticut and 
served a period as an IDEA Special Fellow at the University of New Hampshire. He was also 
awarded a Doctor of Humane Letters (DHL), honoris causa, from Endicott College in 2004. He is 
a lifetime member of Phi Delta Kappa, the honor society of the education profession. His 
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teaching career included assignments at Westfield Academy (NY), Jamestown Community College (NY), SUNY Fredonia, 
University of Connecticut, and Southern Connecticut State University. He was also the principal of a large public high 
school (CT) and a superintendent of Schools in Connecticut. Ludes concluded his 46-year career with a twelve-year stint 
as the President/CEO of the New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC), an international agency with 
2,100 member institutions in the six-state region and 60 nations around the world. During his career Ludes was named 
Outstanding Young Educator, New York state, and Principal of the year, Connecticut. He was also honored with the 
Distinguished Educator Award by the European Council of International Schools. He received numerous other awards 
and honors. Professionally, Ludes founded the NY State Council of Social Studies Supervisors (NYSCSSS) and was elected 
President of the Connecticut Association of Schools (CAS) and the New England Association of School Superintendents 
(NEASS). Further he chaired the Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference (CIAC) and the Committee on American 
and International Schools Abroad (CAISA). During his career her addressed education audiences in 38 countries. He holds 
numerous memberships in historical associations and regularly speaks at meetings and conventions. His monograph, A 
Thread In the Fabric, is a history of western New York. He has published more than thirty articles and reviews in 
professional journals and magazines. 

 
Harry E. Martz 

Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory  

Harry Martz is the Director for Non-destructive Characterization Institute and a distinguished 
member of the technical staff at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory. He is also Principal 
Investigator (PI) on Department of Homeland Security, Science and Technology, Homemade 
Explosives Identification, Detection and Mitigation (HEIDM) program.  Harry joined the 
Laboratory to develop the area of X-ray imaging and proton energy loss computed tomography 
for the non-destructive inspection of materials, components, and assemblies. He received his 
M.S. and Ph.D. in Nuclear Physics/Inorganic Chemistry from Florida State University, and his B.S. 
in Chemistry from Siena Collage. Harry has applied CT to inspect one-millimeter sized laser 

targets, automobile and aircraft components, reactor-fuel tubes, new production reactor target particles, high explosives, 
explosive shape charges, dinosaur eggs, concrete and for non-destructive radioactive assay of waste drum contents. 
Recent R&D efforts include CT imaging for conventional and homemade explosives detection in luggage and radiographic 
imaging of cargo to detect special nuclear materials and radiological dispersal devices.  
 

Matthew Merzbacher 

Alameda County Community Food Bank 

Dr. Merzbacher recently retired from his position as Director of Certification and Qualification 
at Smiths Detection. There, and before that at Morpho Detection, Matthew was responsible 
for detection testing across products for explosives, chemical, and radiation detection. He also 
served as co-chair of the ANSI standards group on image quality for CT-based explosives 
detection systems and chaired the NEMA DICOS Threat Detection Working Group. Matthew 
joined InVision Technologies in 2003 as a Research Scientist in the Machine Vision group 
before taking over as manager of that group. Dr. Merzbacher has a Ph.D. in Computer Science 
from UCLA, specializing in data mining. He has several patents on image processing for 

explosives detection. He spends his time in the more rewarding pursuits of hiking and volunteering at the local food 
bank. 
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David Mussington 

Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency 

Dr. David Mussington serves as the Executive Assistant Director for Infrastructure Security at 
the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) as of February 2021. As Executive 
Assistant Director, he helps lead CISA’s efforts to secure the nation’s critical infrastructure in 
coordination with government and the private sector. Key areas of focus include vulnerability 
and risk assessments; securing soft targets and crowded places; training and exercises; and 
securing high-risk chemical facilities. Prior to joining CISA, Dr. Mussington was Professor of 
the Practice and Director for the Center for Public Policy and Private Enterprise at the School 
of Public Policy for the University of Maryland. His research and teaching activities focused 

on cyber-physical system risk management, election cybersecurity, and critical infrastructure security risk management. 
In 2010, he was senior adviser for cyber policy in the U.S. Department of Defense (DOD), later serving on the Obama 
administration’s National Security Council staff as Director for surface transportation security policy. In the former role, 
he led preparation and release of the 2011 Defense Strategy for Operating in Cyberspace, which was DOD’s first 
enterprise-wide cyber strategy document. Dr. Mussington has a Doctorate in Political Science from Canada’s Carleton 
University. He also received a Bachelor of Arts and a Master of Arts degree in Economics and Political Science from the 
University of Toronto. He undertook post-doctoral work at Harvard’s Belfer Center where he was a MacArthur Scholar, 
and at the U.K.’s International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS) 

Laura Parker 

Department of Homeland Security  

Laura Parker is the Senior Advisor for Sensors in the Science and Technology Directorate at the 
Department of Homeland Security. She is also the Program Manager for the ALERT Center of 
Excellence, a DHS-sponsored consortium of universities led by Northeastern University to 
perform research that address explosive threats. Laura, most recently, was the Program 
Manager for the Next Generation Explosives Trace Detection Program focused on developing 
advanced explosives trace detectors for use at checkpoints and other DHS operational 
environments. Laura has worked on a variety of research projects focused on explosives 

screening technologies to include algorithm and hardware development and interfacing with DHS components such as 
Transportation Security Administration, Customs and Border Protection, US Secret Service, the US Coast Guard and 
other government agencies. Previously, Laura worked as a contractor providing technical and programmatic support of 
chemical and biological defense and explosives programs for several Department of Defense (DoD) offices. She also 
performed research in several US Navy laboratories in the field of energetic materials. She obtained her Ph.D. in 
chemistry from the Pennsylvania State University. 

Sonya T. Proctor 

Transportation Security Administration 

Sonya T. Proctor is the Assistant Administrator for Surface Operations, which aligns surface 
transportation security operations under direct executive leadership to provide the most 
effective and efficient security solutions for the four modes of land-based transportation: mass 
transit, freight rail, highway motor carrier and pipeline. Serving in TSA, Ms. Proctor's executive 
accomplishments have spanned the policy, law enforcement and security operations areas. 
She brings to TSA an extensive operational background in law enforcement and transportation 
security. Ms. Proctor started her law enforcement career in the Nation’s Capital, with the 
Washington, D.C. Metropolitan Police Department. During her twenty-five-year tenure she 
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served in the patrol and investigative ranks, directing and leading the department through many city wide challenges, 
including crime reduction, civil disturbances, sensitive investigations and significant departmental reorganization. She 
rose to command many key positions, among them, the Human Resources Bureau for the Department, the Office of 
Internal Affairs, and the Special Events Unit of the Special Operations Division, which handles all major events, 
Presidential escorts, parades, marches, and demonstrations – scheduled and unscheduled – in the Nation’s Capital. She 
also served as Commander of the Third Police District, often recognized for its broad diversity and model community 
policing approach she developed with her community partners. She served in every rank from patrol officer to Chief of 
Police, retiring from the department, after serving as the Chief of Police, in an interim capacity. Ms. Proctor went on to 
serve as the Chief of Police for the national Amtrak Police Department, developing a new strategic blend of city policing 
in a passenger railroad environment. In conjunction with NYPD Commissioner Ray Kelly, Ms. Proctor co-chaired the 
Northeast Corridor Coalition, a group of law enforcement leaders along the Amtrak route between Washington, D.C. and 
New York City to enhance post 9-11 security for passengers on that heavily travelled route. A graduate of the 130th 
session of the FBI National Academy and a life member of the International Association of Chiefs of Police, she remains 
active in the national and international law enforcement community. Ms. Proctor earned her bachelor's and master's 
degrees from the Johns Hopkins University. 

Carey Rappaport 

Northeastern University 

Carey M. Rappaport received five degrees from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology: the SB 
in Mathematics, the SB, SM, and EE in Electrical Engineering in June 1982, and the PhD in 
Electrical Engineering in June 1987. He is married to Ann W. Morgenthaler, and has two children, 
Sarah and Brian. Prof. Rappaport joined the faculty at Northeastern University in Boston, MA in 
1987. He has been Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering since July 2000. In 2011, he 
was appointed College of Engineering Distinguished Professor. He was Principal Investigator of an 
ARO-sponsored Multidisciplinary University Research Initiative on Humanitarian Demining, Co-

Principal Investigator and Associate Director of the NSF-sponsored Engineering Research Center for Subsurface Sensing 
and Imaging Systems (CenSSIS), and Co-Principal Investigator and Deputy Director of the DHS-sponsored Awareness and 
Localization of Explosive Related Threats (ALERT) Center of Excellence. Prof. Rappaport has authored over 425 technical 
journal and conference papers in the areas of microwave antenna design, electromagnetic wave propagation and 
scattering computation, and bioelectromagnetics, and has received two reflector antenna patents, two biomedical 
device patents and three subsurface sensing device patents. He was awarded the IEEE Antenna and Propagation 
Society's H.A. Wheeler Award for best applications paper, as a student in 1986. He is a member of Sigma Xi and Eta 
Kappa Nu professional honorary societies. 

 

Wendy Riggs-Smith  

Massachusetts Port Authority  

Wendy Riggs-Smith AIA, is a Senior Project Manager for the Massachusetts Port Authority, 
providing operators, tenants, partner agencies, and officials with architectural services.  She 
holds a Bachelor of Architecture degree from Cornell University and is a registered architect 
in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  With 30+ years of design and construction 
experience, her practice focus is the design and implementation of facilities for use by the 
public within the transportation and aviation industries. Riggs-Smith recently held the 

position of Security Program Manager/de facto Deputy to CSO George Naccara of Massport.  In that role, she 
spearheaded the development and implementation of Logan Airport’s Emergency Action Plan for Threat Response and 
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collaborated with State and Federal law enforcement agencies, Aviation and Maritime Security and Operations, Fire-
Rescue, and local/federal transportation and airline partners.  A six-month series of planning sessions, tabletop and field 
exercises informed plan development and culminated in a live exercise with 1,300 participants.  Riggs-Smith designed 
Massport's full-scale ASHE (Active Shooter/Hostile Event) exercise to test multiple aspects of the response protocols and 
staff preparedness. Training films and response plan modifications resulted from the exercise.  An 8-person team from 
Northeastern University, under the guide of Stephen Flynn and Peter Boynton, participated in the exercise as observers 
and prepared a white paper on findings.   

 

Michael B. Silevitch  

Northeastern University  

Michael B. Silevitch is currently the Robert D. Black Professor of Engineering at Northeastern 
University in Boston, an elected life fellow of the IEEE, the Director of the Homeland Security 
Center of Excellence for Awareness and Localization of Explosives Related Threats (ALERT), and 
the Director of the Bernard M. Gordon Center for Subsurface Sensing and Imaging Systems 
(Gordon-CenSSIS), a graduated National Science Foundation Engineering Research Center 
(ERC).His training has encompassed both physics and electrical engineering disciplines. An 
author/co-author of over 65 journal papers, his research interests include laboratory and space 

plasma dynamics, nonlinear statistical mechanics, and K-12 science and mathematics curriculum implementation. Prof. 
Silevitch is also the creator of the Gordon Engineering Leadership (GEL) Program at Northeastern University, a graduate 
curriculum offered through the College of Engineering, with the mission of creating an elite cadre of engineering leaders. 
He and the current GEL Director, Simon Pitts, were awarded the 2015 Bernard M. Gordon Prize for Engineering Education 
by the National Academy of Engineering (NAE). 

 

Rabbi Mendel Shmotkin 

Lubavitch of Wisconsin 

Under Rabbi Mendel's leadership, Lubavitch of Wisconsin has grown exponentially. He 
serves as the organization leader of 70+ programs and over 250 employees throughout the 
State. He co-founded Yeshivas Menachem in Detroit in 1995. In 1997 He moved to 
Milwaukee with his wife Devorkie as a Shliach of the Lubavitcher Rebbe. Founded the Beis 
Hamidrash – House of Study, the Lubavitch Adult Education Program Co-founded the 
Milwaukee Community Cheder (1997), The Shul in Bayside (2002); lead the Lubavitch 
acquisition of Bader Hillel Academy (2004); Founded Bader Hillel High School (2012) and 

Chabad Lubavitch Torah Center in Glendale (2014) - in addition to initiating numerous institutions and programs 
throughout the state. Rabbi Mendel's passion lies in teaching. He teaches numerous classes, lunch-and-Learns, couples 
classes, and group classes. His college accredited classes The Jewish Learning Institute have attracted thousands over the 
past eighteen years. Rabbi Mendel lives with his wife Devorkie and their ten children in Glendale, WI. the past eighteen 
years. Rabbi Mendel lives with his wife Devorkie and their ten children in Glendale, WI. 
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Diederik Stolk  

Goldsworthy, Stolk & Associates  

Diederik Stolk (NL) is a subject matter expert in the development and facilitation of tabletop 
exercises, wargames and crisis simulations. His ‘serious’ games are used to inform and 
educate various audiences related to security and crisis management, including but not 
limited to ministers, members of parliament, police officers, all levels of military personnel 
(generals to corporals) and water management professionals. His clients include various 
European governments, NATO, Dutch intelligence services, several banks and multinational 

companies. A portfolio with examples is available upon request. Diederik has unrivalled experience in rapidly developing 
interactive tabletop exercises, wargames and simulations used for training, analytical, strategy as well as planning 
purposes. His ‘serious’ games include (social) media, various data models and if necessary communication and geo-
software.  Diederik lectures about foresight, game design and game based policy development at several universities, 
including Utrecht University (NL), University of St. Gallen (CH) and the Netherlands Defence Academy. He is the director 
of Goldsworthy, Stolk and Associates Ltd (GS&A). The co-founder of the Utrecht Institute for Conflict and Crisis 
Simulation (UICCS). Through UICCS he runs a serious game design summer program for students and young 
professionals. Diederik is also the treasurer of the Serious Games Association Network (SAGANET).  

 

Ajay Subramanian 

Liberty Defense 

Currently the Principal RF Design Engineer at Liberty Defense. Responsible for the RF front end 
and transceiver development of the HEXWAVE body scanner. Prior to LDT, Ajay worked at 
Raytheon Missiles and Defense for 12 years as Mixed Signal RFIC Design Engineer and III/V 
MMIC Designer. Worked on several high profile mmW RADAR Systems and guided munition 
systems at both the IC and sub-system level. Also led/contributed to several 
IRAD/CRAD/DARPA efforts in developing next generation on chip transceivers systems up to 

220 GHz.  Received BS and MS in Electrical Engineering in 2005/2008 respectively and PhD in Electrical Engineering from 
UMass Amherst in 2023.  

 
Jeremy Wolfe 

Harvard Medical School 

Jeremy Wolfe is Professor of Ophthalmology and Professor of Radiology at Harvard Medical 
School. He is Director of the Visual Attention Lab at Brigham and Women's Hospital. Wolfe 
received an AB in Psychology in 1977 from Princeton and his PhD in Psychology in 1981 from 
MIT. His research focuses on visual search and visual attention with a particular interest in 
socially important search tasks in areas such as medical image perception (e.g. cancer 
screening), security (e.g. baggage screening), and intelligence. His lab has been funded since 
1982 by NIH (NEI, NIMH, NCI), NSF, AFOSR (Air Force), ONR (Navy), ARO (Army), Homeland 

Security, and the Nat. Geospatial Agency as well as by IBM, Google, Toshiba, Hewlett-Packard, & GE. Wolfe taught Intro. 
Psychology and other courses for 25 years, mostly at MIT. He has served as Past President or Chair of the Federation of 
Associations in Behavioral and Brain Sciences (FABBS), Psychonomic Soc, APA Division 3, Eastern Psychological Assoc, 
NAS Panel on Soldier Systems. He has served on the Governing Boards of the Vision Sciences Society, APA Div 1 and 6. 
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Wolfe is Founding Editor-in-Chief of Cognitive Research: Principles and Implications (CRPI), the newest Psychonomic 
Society journal and Past-Editor of Attention, Perception, and Psychophysics. Wolfe also serves on the Board and 
Oversight Committee of the North American Board of the Union for Reform Judaism. He was elected to American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences in 2019. 

 

Kirk Yeager 

Federal Bureau of Investigation  

Kirk Yeager received his B.S. in Chemistry from Lafayette College and PhD in Inorganic Chemistry 
from Cornell University. He worked as a research scientist and Associate Director of R&D at the 
Energetic Materials Research and Testing Center (EMRTC). While in the Land of Enchantment he 
also held the position of Adjunct Professor in the New Mexico Tech chemistry department. For 
10 years he served as a Physical Scientist/Forensic Examiner for the FBI Laboratory’s Explosives 
Unit where he deployed as a bombing crime scene investigator to dozens of countries. Currently 

he is the FBI’s Chief Explosives Scientist. Dr. Yeager has approximately 25 years of experience with improvised explosives 
and IED’s, has presented over 200 talks at international meetings and conferences, has produced over 80 specialty 
publications in the area of explosives and IED’s, to include 4 book chapters. Over the course of his colorful career he has 
served as a subject matter expert for the National Academies of Sciences, worked as a technical advisor for the 
Mythbusters, and been the subject of a feature article in Popular Mechanics. He is an avid geocacher and holds the rank 
of Black Belt in Dan Zan Ryu Ju-Jutsu. His academic prowess is surpassed only by his charm and humility. 

 


